
 

                   Opinion Research 
 
Sample: N=2,201 U.S. Registered Voters 
Interviewing Period: 10 - 13 June 2022 
Mode: Online (English)  
95% Credibility Interval 2.11 percentage points 
 
INTRODUCTION: Thank you for taking this important survey about current events. It should take no more 
than 10 minutes to complete. Please be assured that all of your answers will be kept confidential. 
 
1. We understand that plenty of people are not registered to vote, but we are wondering if you are 

registered to vote? 
 

Yes .......................................................................... 100% 
 

2. Gender 
 
Male ........................................................................... 47% 
Female ...................................................................... 53% 
 

3. In which state do you live?  
 

[See Region recode on last page]  
 

4. Age 
 

18-24 ......................................................................... 13% 
25-34 ......................................................................... 19% 
35-44 ......................................................................... 16% 
45-54 ......................................................................... 11% 
55-64 ......................................................................... 12% 
65+ ............................................................................ 29% 
 

5. How do you describe yourself? Please select all that apply.   
 
White, Non-Hispanic .................................................. 66% 
Black, Non-Hispanic .................................................. 12% 
Hispanic ..................................................................... 15% 
Asian, Non-Hispanic .................................................... 4% 
Other, Non-Hispanic .................................................... 2% 

 
[IF AGE 18-24, ASK] 
 
6. With regard to school, are you currently enrolled at any of the following? (n=186) 

 
High school ................................................................ 11% 
Trade/Vocational school .............................................. 0% 
2-year or junior college or community college ........... 16% 
4-year college or university ....................................... 23% 
Graduate school .......................................................... 7% 
Business school or professional ................................ <1% 
Not enrolled in college/university,  
but taking at least one course ..................................... 3% 
Not currently enrolled in any of these ........................ 39% 
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[IF AGE 25+, ASK] 
 
7. What is the highest level of education you've completed? (n=2,015) 

 
Net: Less than college ............................................ 64% 
Net: College ............................................................. 36% 
  
Some high school or less ............................................ 4% 
High school or equivalent .......................................... 33% 
Some college, but no degree .................................... 16% 
Associate's degree / Trade school degree ................ 11% 
Bachelor's degree ...................................................... 26% 
Graduate degree ......................................................... 8% 
Doctorate degree ......................................................... 3% 
 

8. Which of the following best describes your current employment status? 
 
Employed full-time ..................................................... 31% 
Employed part-time ................................................... 10% 
Self-employed ............................................................. 8% 
Not employed ............................................................ 35% 
Not employed/homemaker ........................................ 13% 
Student ........................................................................ 4% 

 
[IF Q8 = EMPLOYED FULL-TIME, EMPLOYED PART-TIME, OR SELF-EMPLOYED, ASK] 
 
9. What kind of work do you do? (n=1,128) 
 

Professional: Examples would be lawyer, doctor,  
teacher, nurse, accountant ........................................ 21% 
Manager, executive, or official: Examples would be 
store manager, business exec. ................................. 13% 
Business owner ......................................................... 9% 
Clerical/Office/Sales: Examples would be secretary,  
receptionist, salesclerk .............................................. 14% 
Service work: Examples would be waiter/waitress,  
hairstylist, police or fireman, janitor, nurses’ aid ........ 11% 
Skilled trades: Examples would be electrician,  
plumber, carpenter ...................................................... 8% 
Semi-skilled: Examples would be 
assembly line worker, truck driver, bus driver ............. 7% 
Other ......................................................................... 17% 

 
10. Which of the following best describes your marital status?   

 
Married ...................................................................... 46% 
Living with partner/significant other ............................. 7% 
Single, never married ................................................ 31% 
Separated or divorced ............................................... 11% 
Widowed ...................................................................... 5% 
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11. How many children, if any, do you have under the age of 18 living at home? 
 
0 ................................................................................ 73% 
1 ................................................................................ 13% 
2 .................................................................................. 9% 
3 .................................................................................. 3% 
4 or more ..................................................................... 2% 

 
[IF Q11 = 1 OR MORE, ASK] 
 
12. Do you have children in any of the following? (n=608) 

 
Traditional public school ............................................ 56% 
Public charter school ................................................. 10% 
Religious or parochial school ...................................... 3% 
Non-religious private school ........................................ 2% 
Home schooling ........................................................... 7% 
I do not have school-aged children ........................... 22% 
 

13. Which of the following statements best describes your voting in the last presidential election held 
on November 3rd, 2020? 
 
I voted at a polling place. ........................................... 37% 
I voted early. .............................................................. 13% 
I voted by mail / absentee ballot. ............................... 38% 
I planned on voting but wasn’t able to. ........................ 2% 
I did not vote in this election. ..................................... 10% 
I went to the polling place but wasn’t allowed to vote. . 0% 
 

14. When it comes to politics, with which party do you consider yourself to be affiliated?  
 
Democratic ................................................................ 37% 
Republican ................................................................ 35% 
Independent/Unaffiliated ........................................... 28%  
 

15. When it comes to most political issues, do you think of yourself as a...?   
 
Net: Liberal ............................................................... 31% 
Moderate .................................................................. 31% 
Net: Conservative .................................................... 38% 
 
Liberal ........................................................................ 19% 
Moderate, leaning liberal ........................................... 12% 
Moderate ................................................................... 31% 
Moderate, leaning conservative ................................ 14% 
Conservative ............................................................. 25% 

 
[IF VOTED IN Q13, ASK] 
 
16. For whom did you vote for president in 2020? (n=1,987) 
 

Joe Biden .................................................................. 50% 
Donald Trump ............................................................ 46% 
Someone else ............................................................. 3% 

  



 RealClear Opinion Research || U.S. Registered Voters || N=2,201 4 
 

17. How likely is it that you will vote in the midterm elections for Congress in November 2022? 
 

Definitely will be voting, without a doubt .................... 61% 
Probably will be voting ............................................... 17% 
50-50 ......................................................................... 16% 
Probably won't be voting ............................................. 4% 
Definitely won't be voting ............................................. 2% 
 

18. Do you consider yourself to be politically engaged or politically active?   
 
Yes ............................................................................ 46% 
No .............................................................................. 54%  

 
19. All in all, do you think that things in the nation are ... 

 
Generally headed in the right direction ...................... 17% 
Off on the wrong track ............................................... 64% 
Not sure what direction the country is headed in ...... 19% 

 
Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of the following individuals:   
 
[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON “NET: FAVORABLE.” EACH ITEM WAS RANDOMIZED 
DURING DATA COLLECTION.] 
 

 
Net: 
Fav. 

Net: 
Unfav. 

Very 
fav. 

Some-
what 
fav. 

Some-
what 

Unfav. 
Very 

Unfav. 

Don't 
know/ 

No 
opinion 

Never 
heard 

of 

20. Bill Gates 46% 39% 15% 31% 18% 21% 13% 2% 

21. Elon Musk 45% 35% 17% 29% 18% 16% 15% 4% 
22. Bernie 

Sanders 45% 43% 20% 25% 13% 30% 9% 2% 
23. Warren 

Buffett 42% 22% 14% 28% 12% 10% 25% 11% 

24. Mark Cuban 38% 25% 11% 27% 15% 10% 21% 16% 
25. Elizabeth 

Warren 31% 39% 12% 19% 12% 27% 18% 11% 
26. Jeff Bezos 30% 42% 6% 23% 22% 20% 20% 8% 

27. Mark 
Zuckerberg 26% 55% 6% 20% 22% 34% 15% 4% 

28. Michael 
Bloomberg 23% 36% 6% 17% 16% 19% 29% 12% 

29. Rupert 
Murdoch 13% 33% 3% 10% 13% 21% 31% 23% 
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30. What is the first word or phrase that comes to mind when you hear the word “billionaire:” 
 
Wealthy ..................................................................... 34% 
Money ........................................................................ 14% 
Greedy/Elitist ............................................................... 9% 
Elon Musk .................................................................... 4% 
Corrupt ........................................................................ 4% 
Power/Influence ........................................................... 4% 
Excess ......................................................................... 3% 
Tycoon ......................................................................... 3% 
Bill Gates ..................................................................... 3% 
Jeff Bezos .................................................................... 3% 
Fortunate ..................................................................... 2% 
Jealous ........................................................................ 1% 
Successful ................................................................... 3% 
Hardworking/Intelligent ................................................ 2% 
Donald Trump .............................................................. 1% 
Affluent ........................................................................ 1% 
Unattainable ................................................................ 1% 
Comfortable ................................................................. 1% 
None ............................................................................ 2% 
Other ........................................................................... 5% 
Don't know ................................................................... 0% 

 
31. Should billionaires exist?  

 
Yes ............................................................................ 61% 
No .............................................................................. 21% 
Don't know ................................................................. 18% 

 
32. When I think about billionaires, my reaction is... Please select all that apply. 
 

[ROTATE RESPONSES] 
 
I admire them ............................................................ 32% 
I want to be them ....................................................... 31% 
I just don't believe people should be  
allowed to amass that much money  ......................... 25% 
I hate them .................................................................. 3% 
None of the above ..................................................... 25% 

 
33. Do you support or oppose:  

  
A Billionaire Minimum Income Tax, which would require American households worth more than 
$100 million to pay at least 20% of their annual income in taxes?  
 
Net: Support ............................................................. 72% 
Net: Oppose ............................................................. 16% 
 
Strongly support ........................................................ 45% 
Somewhat support .................................................... 26% 
Somewhat oppose ....................................................... 9% 
Strongly oppose .......................................................... 7% 
Don't know ................................................................. 12% 
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34. In general, do you think billionaires are mostly:  
 
[ROTATE RESPONSES]  
 
Responsible for the innovation in the economy ... 30% 
Beneficiaries of the innovation in the economy ... 43% 
Don't know ........................................................... 27%  

 
35. In general, do you think:  

 
Greed is healthy because it helps spur  
innovation which benefits society .............................. 21% 
Greed is unhealthy because it creates  
inequality and further divides society ........................ 66% 
Don't know ................................................................. 13% 

 
[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON “BILLIONAIRES SHOULD OWN.” EACH ITEM WAS 
RANDOMIZED DURING DATA COLLECTION.] 
 
36. Should billionaires own sports teams, or should they be in a public trust/public property?  

 
Billionaires should own .............................................. 47% 
Public trust/public property ........................................ 26% 
Don't know ................................................................. 27% 
  

37. Should billionaires own social media companies, or should they be in a public trust/public 
property?  
 
Billionaires should own .............................................. 26% 
Public trust/public property ........................................ 43% 
Don't know ................................................................. 31% 
 

38. Should billionaires own news media companies, or should they be in a public trust/public 
property? 
  
Billionaires should own .............................................. 21% 
Public trust/public property ........................................ 50% 
Don't know ................................................................. 28% 
 

[RANDOMIZE Q39-Q43. SPLIT SAMPLE Q39-Q43] 
 

39. [SPLIT A] Should American citizens be allowed to contribute unlimited amounts of money to 
political campaigns in the United States, or not? (n=1,098) 
 
Yes ............................................................................ 27% 
No .............................................................................. 58% 
Don't know ................................................................. 15% 
 
[SPLIT B] Should American billionaires be allowed to contribute unlimited amounts of money to 
political campaigns in the United States, or not? (n=1,103) 
 
Yes ............................................................................ 21% 
No .............................................................................. 66% 
Don't know ................................................................. 13% 
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40. [SPLIT A] Should American citizens be allowed to contribute unlimited amounts of money to think 
tanks and/or public policy research organizations in the United States, or not? (n=1,098) 

 
Yes ............................................................................ 42% 
No .............................................................................. 32% 
Don't know ................................................................. 26% 
 
[SPLIT B] Should American billionaires be allowed to contribute unlimited amounts of money to 
think tanks and/or public policy research organizations in the United States, or not? (n=1,103) 
 
Yes ............................................................................ 46% 
No .............................................................................. 30% 
Don't know ................................................................. 24% 
 

41. [SPLIT A] Should American citizens be allowed to contribute unlimited amounts of money to 
colleges and universities in the United States, or not? (n=1,098) 

 
Yes ............................................................................ 62% 
No .............................................................................. 22% 
Don't know ................................................................. 16% 
 
[SPLIT B] Should American billionaires be allowed to contribute unlimited amounts of money to 
colleges and universities in the United States, or not? (n=1,103) 

 
Yes ............................................................................ 68% 
No .............................................................................. 17% 
Don't know ................................................................. 15% 
 

42. [SPLIT A] Should foreign citizens be allowed to contribute financial resources to academic 
institutions and think tanks that influence public policy in the United States? (n=1,098) 
  
Yes ............................................................................ 24% 
No .............................................................................. 54% 
Don't know ................................................................. 22% 
 
[SPLIT B] Should foreign billionaires be allowed to contribute financial resources to academic 
institutions and think tanks that influence public policy in the United States? (n=1,103)  
  
Yes ............................................................................ 24% 
No .............................................................................. 53% 
Don't know ................................................................. 23% 

 
43. [SPLIT A] Should foreign citizens be allowed to own media outlets that influence public policy in 

the United States? (n=1,098) 
  
Yes ............................................................................ 17% 
No .............................................................................. 62% 
Don't know ................................................................. 20% 
 
[SPLIT B] Should foreign billionaires be allowed to own media outlets that influence public policy 
in the United States? (n=1,103) 
  
Yes ............................................................................ 11% 
No .............................................................................. 74% 
Don't know ................................................................. 14% 
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[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON “MORE POSITIVE.” EACH ITEM WAS RANDOMIZED 
DURING DATA COLLECTION.] 
 
44. How much does media coverage of what Elon Musk says and does outside of his primary 

businesses (founder of Tesla and SpaceX) impact your perceptions of him?   
 

Does it give you a more positive impression, a more negative impression – or does it not impact 
your view one way or the other?  
 
More positive ............................................................. 25% 
More negative ............................................................ 27% 
Does not impact ........................................................ 31% 
Do not have enough information to answer ............... 18% 
 

45. How much does media coverage of what Bill Gates says and does outside of his primary 
business (founder and former CEO of Microsoft) impact your perceptions of him?   

 
Does it give you a more positive impression, a more negative impression – or does it not impact 
your view one way or the other?  

 
More positive ............................................................. 21% 
More negative ............................................................ 28% 
Does not impact ........................................................ 33% 
Do not have enough information to answer ............... 18% 

  
46. How much does media coverage of what Jeff Bezos says and does outside of his primary 

businesses (founder of Amazon and publisher of the Washington Post) impact your perceptions 
of him?  
 
Does it give you a more positive impression, a more negative impression – or does it not impact 
your view one way or the other?  
 
More positive ............................................................. 13% 
More negative ............................................................ 30% 
Does not impact ........................................................ 34% 
Do not have enough information to answer ............... 23% 
 

47. How much does media coverage of what Mark Zuckerberg says and does outside of his primary 
business (founder of Facebook) impact your perceptions of him? 

 
Does it give you a more positive impression, a more negative impression – or does it not impact 
your view one way or the other?  

 
More positive ............................................................. 10% 
More negative ............................................................ 40% 
Does not impact ........................................................ 30% 
Do not have enough information to answer ............... 19% 
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48. [SPLIT A] Elon Musk recently made an offer to buy Twitter for $44 billion. For the same price, 
Musk could buy homes for about 300,000 families who have no permanent place to live -- or build 
about 2,000 new schools in under-resourced communities across the country. 
 
How much of an obligation, if any, do you believe Elon Musk and other billionaires have to help 
less advantaged people in society? (n=1,098) 
 
A great obligation ...................................................... 29% 
An obligation .............................................................. 30% 
No obligation ............................................................. 30% 
Don't know ................................................................. 11% 
 
[SPLIT B] How much of an obligation, if any, do you believe billionaires have to help less 
advantaged people in society? (n=1,103) 
 
A great obligation ...................................................... 26% 
An obligation .............................................................. 33% 
No obligation ............................................................. 30% 
Don't know ................................................................. 11% 

 
49. Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos have also engaged in a competition to launch private rockets into 

space. 
 
Which of these comes closest to your views about their quest: 
 
Private money has historically been used to explore  
new worlds and their quest will benefit all  
of humankind ............................................................. 22% 
 
It's a harmless pursuit and it is their money, so they  
can do with it what they want .................................... 25% 
 
It's a shameless waste of resources by guys  
motivated by ego, not altruism .................................. 30% 
 
I don't care about Elon Musk or Jeff Bezos one way  
or the other, but our planet is too small for 7.8 billion  
people, so anybody exploring alternative  
has my blessing ......................................................... 10% 
 
Don't know ................................................................. 14% 
 

50. Compared to a year ago, would you say you’re consuming more news, less, or about the same 
amount? 

 
More .......................................................................... 28% 
Less ........................................................................... 21% 
Same ......................................................................... 47% 
Don't know ................................................................... 4% 
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51. Which one of these bests describes your religious preference or spiritual outlook?  
 
Catholic ..................................................................... 24% 
Protestant .................................................................. 21% 
Fundamentalist/Evangelical Christian ....................... 12% 
Jewish ......................................................................... 3% 
LDS/Mormon ............................................................... 2% 
Muslim ......................................................................... 1% 
Another religion ........................................................... 9% 
No religious preference ............................................. 19% 
Secular humanist ....................................................... <1% 
Atheist ......................................................................... 4% 
Agnostic ....................................................................... 5%  
 

[IF Q51= CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT, FUNDAMENTALIST/EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN, JEWISH, 
LDS/MORMON, MUSLIM OR ANOTHER RELIGION, ASK] 

 
52. Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services? (n=1,551)   

 
More than once a week ............................................. 10% 
Once a week ............................................................. 28% 
Once or twice a month ................................................ 8% 
A few times a year ..................................................... 16% 
Seldom ...................................................................... 24% 
Never ......................................................................... 15% 
 

53. Which of the following best describes the area in which you live?   
 

Suburban ................................................................... 48% 
Urban ......................................................................... 23% 
Rural .......................................................................... 19% 
Small town ................................................................. 10% 
 

54. The next question is about the total income of YOUR HOUSEHOLD for the PAST 12 MONTHS. 
Please include your income PLUS the income of all members living in your household (including 
cohabiting partners and armed forces members living at home). Please count income BEFORE 
TAXES and from all sources (such as wages, salaries, tips, net income from a business, interest, 
dividends, child support, alimony, and Social Security, public assistance, pensions, or retirement 
benefits).  
 
Less than $25,000 ..................................................... 21% 
$25,000-$49,999 ....................................................... 29% 
$50,000-$74,999 ....................................................... 18% 
$75,000-$99,999 ....................................................... 13% 
$100,000-$124,999 ..................................................... 6% 
$125,000-$149,999 ..................................................... 4% 
$150,000-$174,999 ..................................................... 1% 
$175,000-$199,999 ..................................................... 1% 
$200,000 or more ........................................................ 2% 
Don't know ................................................................... 5% 
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55. Region 
 
Northeast ................................................................... 17% 
South ......................................................................... 41% 
Midwest ..................................................................... 23% 
West .......................................................................... 19% 
 

* Post-stratification weights calculated for this survey. Weights were calculated based on the 2020 and 
2021 Current Population Surveys and based on the Centers For Disease Control Surveys on Mental 
Health. The survey was fielded to adults from an online sample, 2,201 of whom reported that they were 
registered to vote. Gender, age, race and ethnicity, educational attainment, and census division were 
used for weighting. Additionally, to correct for non-coverage bias factors associated with online behaviors 
were used to adjust the sample. Among registered voters, respondents had a mean weight of 1.21, a 
median weight of 1.21 and a standard deviation of 1.03. 

 
### 


